
 
 

Coding OSICS sports injury diagnoses in epidemiological studies-does the 
background of the coder matter? 

 

Sports injury research requires accurate identification and classification of injuries. 
The Orchard Sports Injury Classification System (OSICS-10) is a four-character 
system for coding of sports injuries, originally developed for use in Australian football 
however, now is recommended by several international sporting agencies. The 
purpose of this investigation was to assess the reliability of the OSICS-10 when the 
coding was performed by two people with different sports injury backgrounds (a 
sports physician and an epidemiologist). 

Results from this investigation demonstrated that the coders agreed on the first 
characters 95% of the time and the second character 86%. However, for 1082 
injuries the coders were in agreement 46% of the time. The majority of 
disagreements occurred when coding the third character of the injury. 

Reasons provided for the disagreement were the sports physician not using all of the 
collected information and the epidemiologist lack anatomical knowledge. 

 

How this research can be of use: 

• Impactful sports injury prevention research starts with the collection of injury 
data to better understand the type of injuries that need to be prevented. 

• Due to the complexity of sports injury coding, obtaining reliable results is 
difficult. 

• The initial injury reporting form needs to provide information to the coder to 
allow for accurate coding. 

 

Published source: 

Finch CF, Orchard J, Twomey D, Saleem MS, Ekegren C, Lloyd DG, Elliot BC. Coding OSICS sports injury 
diagnoses in epidemiological studies- does the background of the coder matter? British Journal of Sports 
Medicine. 2014. 48: 552-556. 

Funding The PAFIX study was funded by a nationally competitive research grant from the (Australian) National 
Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC)—Project ID 400937; The Australian Centre for Research into 
Injury in Sport and its Prevention (ACRISP) is one of the International Research Centres for Prevention of Injury 
and Protection of Athlete Health supported by the International Olympic Committee (IOC). CFF was supported 
by an NHMRC Principal Research Fellowship (ID: 565900). 

http://bjsm.bmj.com/content/48/7/552.full.pdf+html
http://bjsm.bmj.com/content/48/7/552.full.pdf+html
http://bjsm.bmj.com/content/48/7/552.full.pdf+html

